SYLLABUS FOR PLANTING MISSIONAL COMMUNITIES COURSE
COURSE OBJECTIVES:

1. To help individuals and teams develop a Trinitarian theology as the foundation for their praxis in how they (be and do( community and mission.

2. To help individuals and teams develop critical thinking skills as we examine the world view shift from modernity to postmodernity and how postmodernity is influencing the way we (be and do( church.  The course will use the template of the Kingdom of God as a lense through which to evaluate all other cultures and world views including (church culture(.

3. To help individuals and teams develop models of missional communities that 

embrace the opportunities and challenges of living out community and mission in the 

city.

4. To help individuals and teams develop a language and philosophy of ministry that 

leads to the formation of mature disciples that reproduce healthy missional communities.
5. To facilitate the exchange of creative ideas of how to (be and do( Kingdom 

community and mission.

6. To network individuals and teams who are on the journey of discovering what 

(Church Next( will be.

7. To facilitate mutual mentoring and relationship that will lead to the sharing of 

Kingdom resources with one another.

8. To hear and learn from each others stories of ecstasy and agony in our kingdom 

journey.

COURSE FACILITATOR AND COST:

1. The course facilitator will be Tim Schultz, a graduate of Briercrest College 

and St. Stephen(s University where he completed a Masters degree.  His Masters thesis

is called Forming Healthy Missional Communities in a Postmodern Culture: The 

Divine Dance of Being and Doing Church.  Tim has been involved in church planting

both here in the city and in the nations for the last 14 years.  He has a passion to be a

life long learner together with friends who explore how to live out and express the Kingdom of God in (skins and structures( that best demonstrate what Kingdom Community and Mission look like in different cultures.

2. The cost of the course that will meet one Saturday morning from 9-12 over the 

course of the next 9 months will be $1200 including books.  The venue for the course 

has yet to be determined.

COURSE CONTENT AND DATES:

1. What are the differences between a modernistic and postmodernistic world view and how is postmodernity affecting how we plant missional communities? (October)

2. What is a Trinitarian understanding of Kingdom Community and Mission and how does our view of the Trinity influence how we live out community and mission in our constructs of church? (November)

3.  How do we develop missional communities that embrace both the challenges and opportunities of the city: (From Country Spirituality to Vocation in the City(? (December)

4. How do we live out the value of (real unity with diversity( in our missional communities while avoiding the pitfalls of uniformity or anarchy: (The Morphing Mosaic.( (January)?

5.  From Contractual Relationships to Covenantal Communities: (Finding One(s Band of Brothers and the Ya-Ya Sisterhood.( (Feb.)

6. From Mass Production to Maturity: (Formation through Family( and From Information (Meetings) to Incarnation (Mission): (The Gathered to be Scattered Church(. (March)

7. From Hierarchy to Matrix: (The Roundtable of Faithful Forgiving Friends.( (April)

(a possibility of a mission trip or field trip to serve a missional community)

8. From Mechanization/Method to Mess, Mystery, and Miracles: (Our Quest for Creativity, Beauty, Wonder, and Adventure.( (May)

9. From Centralized Monoliths to Decentralized Movements: (The Cruise Ship and the Fleet of Flexible Schooners.( (June)

COURSE READING:

1. Planting Healthy Missional Communities in a Postmodern Culture: The Divine Dance of Being and Doing Church. by Tim Schultz

2. Community and Growth by Jean Vanier

3. The Shaping of Things to Come: Innovation and Mission for the 21st Century Church by 

Michael Frost and Alan Hirsch.

4. The Cry for Spiritual Fathers and Mothers by Larry Krieder.

5. Option for those theologically inclined: Transforming Mission by David Bosch or Announcing the Kingdom by Arthur F. Glasser.

